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In the Middle Ages it had been the summer residence
of the Provost of the province of Utrecht, but the original
house had been rebuilt later. It was surrounded by
well-timbered grounds, and a notable feature was a
Pinetum containing a fine collection of rare conifers.
The house required extensive additions, and the Emperor
built a large lodge by the principal entrance containing
offices and quarters for his police-guard. When these
alterations were finished, there were poured into the
house magnificent furnishings of his own property from
the New Palace at Berlin, and he settled into it during
the summer of 1920. On leaving Amerongen he pre-
sented his host with a life-size marble bust of himself
in helmet and military cloak wielding a sceptre, and
portraits of himself and his wife. The Empress bestowed
a gold snuff-box encrusted with diamonds, and for the
Bentinck children there were innumerable signed photo-
graphs of them both.

Ever since November 1918 the Empress had been ageing
rapidly and her bodily powers failing. Her husband's
forced abdication had dealt her a mortal blow: unlike
him, she trembled at the idea that he was in real danger
of being extradited to England and made to stand his
trial, and she was homesick for Germany and German
ways. She had been married to him now for nearly
forty years, a faithful, adoring and submissive hausfrau,
to whom in the imperial days he had been a hero, and in
his exile a martyr, and in both the Lord's Anointed.
Her children and grandchildren visited her, but in com-
parison with his great light they were but flickering
candles. She smiled brokenly at them and sighed and
bent her eyes again on her eternal knitting, for she
was always fashioning little garments for the ill-clothed,